142	NON-VIOLENGE IN PEACE  AND  WAR
"Yes. Violence must beget violence. But let me tell
you that here too my argument has been countered by a
great man who said: cLook at the history of non-violence*
Jesus dies on the cross, but his followers shed blood.' This
proves nothing. We have no data before us to puss judgment.
We do not know the whole of the life of Jesus. The followers
perhaps had not imbibed fully the message of non-violence.
But I must warn you against carrying the impression with
you that mine is the final word on non-violence. I know
my own limitations. I am but a humble seeker after truth.
And all I claim is that every experiment of mine has deep-
ened my faith in non-violence as the greatest force at the
disposal of mankind. Its use is not restricted to individuals
merely, but it can be practised on a mass scale,"
M. D.
Harijan, 20*3-1937
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OUR FAILURE
The communal riots in Allahabad—the headquarters
of the Congress, and the necessity of summoning the assis-
tance of the police and even the military show that the
Congress has not yet become fit to substitute the British
authority. It is best to face this naked truth, however un-
pleasant   it   may  be.
The Congress claims to represent the whole of India,
not merely those few who are on the Congress register. It
should represent even those who are hostile to it and who
will even crush it, if they can. Not until we make good that
claim, shall we be in a position to displace the British
Government and function as an independent nation.
This proposition holds good whether we seek to dis-
place British rule by violent action or non-violent.
Most probably by the time these lines appear in print
peace would have been established in Allahabad and the
other parts. That, however, will not take us further in
our examination of the fitness of the Congress as an organi-
zation ready to displace British authority in its entirety.

